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STATESMAN IN-DEPTH ANNEXATION LAWS 


Austin won't 
annex homes in 
southern fringe 


Divided council to take 
commercial land, but 35 
residential sites escape. 


By Philip Jankowski 
pjankowski@statesman.com 


Residents of about 35 homes on 
the southern fringe of Austin have 
escaped annexation, saved from 
increased property taxes by the 
City Council’s last-second move 
to only add business property in 
that area to the city. 

For the residents of the Moore- 
land tract, an area of about four 
neighborhood streets, it means 
their homes will now be sur- 
rounded by the city of Austin 
while they remain in unincorpo- 
rated Travis County. 

And, under a new state law that 
goes into effect Dec. 1, Austin will 


not be able to annex their homes 
unless it can gain petition signa- 
tures from more than half of the 
residents. 

At its Nov. 9 meeting, the coun- 
cil cut out the residential portion 
of the Mooreland tract, a roughly 
34-acre chunk of land along Man- 
chaca Road about 2 miles south of 
Slaughter Lane and 2 miles east of 
Interstate 35. The area had been 
set for annexation for about a year. 

Instead, the city annexed just 
the 5 acres of commercial land 
fronting Manchaca Road. The city 
will now collect property taxes 
on those properties, as well as a 
portion of the sales tax revenue 
they generate. 

The newly annexed area will be 
in Council Member Ann Kitchen’s 
District 5. Kitchen voted in favor 
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MLS TO AUSTIN 


Voters may decide 
on soccer in Austin 


Building a stadium on 
parkland likely would 
require an election. 


By Philip Jankowski 
pjankowski@statesman.com 


While local soccer enthusiasts 
might be elated at the news that 
a Major League Soccer team is 
serious about making Austin its 
home, they might have to per- 
suade Austin residents at large 
to approve bringing in the city’s 
first professional sports franchise. 

An election over bringing the 
Crew SC soccer team — currently 
based in Columbus, Ohio — to Aus- 
tin for the 2019 season is becoming 
a growing possibility as parkland 
in the core of the city is emerg- 
ing as a potential location for a 
stadium that would need to seat 
at least 20,000 people. 

Such a drastic change to park- 
land would be reminiscent of 
an effort two years ago to build 
world-class golf courses in far 
East Austin, something that the 
city ultimately said would likely 
need an election. 

While Crew SC owner Anthony 
Precourt has promised he won’t 
use taxpayer money to build a 
facility, the economics would 
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Columbus Crew owner Anthony 
Precourt (left) has promised he 
won’t use taxpayer money to 
build a facility. STEPHEN SPILLMAN / 
FOR AMERICAN-STATESMAN 
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For comprehensive S 
coverage of the MLS team 
issue, visit statesman.com/ 
mls. 


make much more sense if the city 
were able to provide the land for 
it free of charge. 

To that end, the Austin City 
Council has ordered the city to 
research what city-owned land 
could be used for a MLS stadium, 
including parkland. Several media 
reports show that Butler Shores 
Metropolitan Park has emerged 


Soccer continued on A7 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
U.S., China military 
units train to savelives 


The seemingly unlikely partners 
foster international ties by 
participating in natural disaster 
drills on the Oregon coast. 
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Egyptian mosque 
attack toll at 235 


Extremists escape after their deadliest assault in country. 


Rescuers evacuate injured people after Islamic extremists assaulted a crowded mosque with gunfire 
and rocket-propelled grenades during prayers Friday in Bir al-Abd, Egypt. ASSOCIATED PRESS 


By Brian Rohan 
and Samy Magdy 
Associated Press 


CAIRO — In the deadliest-ever 
attack by Islamic extremists 
in Egypt, militants assaulted a 
crowded mosque Friday during 
prayers, blasting helpless wor- 
shippers with gunfire and rock- 
et-propelled grenades and block- 
ing their escape routes. At least 
235 people were killed before the 


TRUMP WHITE HOUSE 


assailants got away. 

The attack in the troubled 
northern part of the Sinai Pen- 
insula targeted a mosque fre- 
quented by Sufis, members of a 
mystic movement within Islam. 
Islamic militants, including the 
local affiliate of the Islamic State 
group, consider Sufis heretics 
because of their less literal inter- 
pretations of the faith. 

The startling bloodshed in the 
town of Bir al-Abd also wounded 


at least 109, according to the state 
news agency, and it offered the 
latest sign that, despite more than 
three years of fighting in Sinai, the 
Egyptian government has failed 
to deter an IS-led insurgency. 
President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi 
vowed that the attack “will not 
go unpunished” and that Egypt 
would persevere with its war on 
terrorism. But he did not spec- 


Egypt continued on A6 


Bush-era alumni rise in Trump’s orbit 


President has placed more than three 
dozen Bush administration veterans. 


By Ken Thomas and Catherine Lucey 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — For all the lingering tensions 
between President Donald Trump and former 
President George W. Bush, Trump’s White House 
shares one thing in common with his Republican 


predecessor’s: People. 


Trump has installed more than three dozen vet- 
erans of the Bush administration, putting them in 
charge of running agencies, implementing foreign 


dard-bearers. 


The Bush influence has only grown 
stronger recently, as Trump nomi- 
nated Alex Azar to lead the Health 
and Human Services Department, where he served 
under the Bush administration, and tapped Jerome 


party is common, Trump’s staffing 
moves are notable given his pledges 
to change politics-as-usual and the 
frosty relations between the cur- 
rent and former Republican stan- 


Azar 


“Jay” Powell to be chairman of the Federal Reserve. 


policy and overseeing his schedule. While hiring 


from the last administration controlled by the same 


NATION & WORLD, A2 
U.S. links Iran to Nov. 4 
attack on Saudi Arabia 


The White House is pressing to 
declassify intelligence allegedly 
linking Iran to short-range 
ballistic missile attacks. 


512-302-5555 | www.atfcu.org 


NATION & WORLD, A6 
Flynn may be moving to 
cooperate with Mueller 


Lawyers for the former national 
security adviser are no longer 
communicating with Trump’s 
legal team about Russia probe. 


Powell served in the Treasury Department under 
President George H.W. Bush. 
While the White House says this is standard prac- 
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